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Public Invited to Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury’s 25th Anniversary Rededication Service
  Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury will conduct a rededication service on Wednesday, June 23, at 11:00 a.m. to highlight the spiritual dimension at the hub of life and work at RWC during this year of 25th anniversary events.  

Spiritual values guide and sustain RWC in its mission as “a church related continuing care retirement community that provides the highest quality living experience for senior adults.” The participation of the Rev. David May, rector, Grace Episcopal Church, Kilmarnock, the Rev. Clay Macaulay, pastor, Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church, Weems, the Rev. Tom Coye, pastor, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Kilmarnock and the Rev. Davis Smith, RWC Chaplain will acknowledge the importance of RWC’s status as a church related organization. 
Smith says the rededication service through litany, reflection, prayers, song and blessings will give thanks for the past and voice a challenge to project these values into the future.  “These values have been restated from time to time,” he notes.  “Over the years, the trustees have moved from stating their hopes for the institution to expressing their commitment to continuing the tradition of excellence in caring for the needs of seniors that has made RWC distinctive in the region.”  
The fundamental values at the core of RWC are as applicable today as they were a quarter century ago, Smith says.  “We still ascribe to values that emerge from the Christian tradition.”  He is quick to note, though, that RWC acting consistently with the value of respect has always welcomed people of other faiths.

Since opening in 1985, the continuing care retirement community outside Irvington has been an asset not only for its residents, but for the surrounding community as well, says RWC president Stuart Bunting.  “Many of our activities and events as well as skilled nursing care are open to the public.  We want to be a good neighbor, especially for older adults in the area.”
Seniors living nearby routinely join RWC residents to share in the benefits of RWC activities such as the Adult Day program, the Parkinson’s support group with specialized exercise and caregiver support, nutritional seminars taught and demonstrated by RWC’s chef and dietician and the wellness program.  RWC’s Viewpoints series, which brings nationally known speakers to the campus each spring, has also been a favorite with friends and residents filling the auditorium for each presentation and lunch.

“That’s one of the principal reasons we want to invite the public to join us at the rededication ceremony,” says Whiz Harris, vice president for development, who has been instrumental in organizing activities during RWC’s year-long 25th anniversary celebration.  “We believe one of our strengths is the strong partnership we have with the people in the surrounding communities and we want them to help us celebrate the milestone of 25 years of striving to be a premier center of excellence of senior adult services.”

RWC is located off Old Salem Rd. (Rt. 646) at 132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington.  The complimentary luncheon necessitates reservations by June 18.  Residents are encouraged to sign up at the front desk.  The public is asked to make reservations by calling 438-4000.

