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IRVINGTON, VA – JULY 16, 2010
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury Benefits from Recent Gifts and Bequests
The Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury Foundation recently received two significant bequests and several grants from foundations that will allow the continuing care community in Irvington to enhance and improve operations in a number of areas.
The late Anne T. Genssler, a former RWC resident, designated a portion of her estate for use in any way RWC administrators find appropriate for improving or sustaining operations. Officials were pleased to learn that the bequest was for $300,000. 
“We all have fond memories of Mrs. Gennsler,” said Stuart Bunting, president and chief executive officer of RWC. “Her generous gift will help us continue to provide high quality continuing care for those who knew her and for many who will follow her here at RWC.”

A bequest from the estate of Calvin Meadows, another former resident, is designated to help RWC enhance the organization’s ability to provide Alzheimer’s patient care. The total gift is valued at approximately $50,000.
RWC has also enjoyed strong support recently from both regional and local foundations, several of whom have made substantial grants for general support or specific programs. “We are pleased to see so many contributions to our fellowship program,” said Whiz Harris, RWC vice president for development. The Fellowship Fund provides financial assistance to current residents, new residents who cannot afford the entrance fee or monthly fees, and qualified individuals from the community to attend the Adult Day Program.
Several foundations targeted their gifts to support this program. For the fifth straight year, The Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation of Atlanta, Georgia made a grant to RWC to support fellowships for women residents. The Whitehead Foundation, chartered in 1946, provides financial assistance in nine southeastern states to schools, colleges, and a small number of select retirement communities that serve the needs of women. This year’s $83,000 grant was the largest to date awarded by the Whitehead Foundation to RWC.
The RWC Foundation also received $12,500 to underwrite the fellowship program from The Gertrude M. Conduff Foundation of Richmond, which made its second grant. Also contributing to fellowship support for a second year was The Catherine B. Chilton Endowment of the River Counties Community Foundation, awarding $3,107. Of note as well was the contribution from The J. Edwin Treakle Foundation of Gloucester, Virginia, which provided fellowship assistance for the twenty-first year in a row.

RWC’s Parkinson’s support program received two important donations. The George J. and Effie L. Seay Foundation of Richmond donated $10,000 to expand the program. The Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church Community Mission Program of Weems donated a theracycle valued at $4,145. This motorized bike allows those dealing with Parkinson’s to get a good cardiovascular workout. 

“We truly appreciate the generosity shown by residents, philanthropic organizations, and the community at large,” Bunting said. “Their contributions show that they believe in what we’re doing at RWC. For our part, we are committed to being wise stewards of these resources.”

